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How does this connect to 
Glee? That Christmas, Mau-
reen taught me one of the 
greatest life lessons ever. It in-
volved a boy named Philip and 
a boy named Tony. Philip was 
a theater kid. At that time, 
Philip was short, squat and ef-
feminate. Tony was tall, blond 
and the quarterback of the 
football team. I hope you get 
the picture. They were oppo-
sites. I was friendly with both. 
But in a popularity contest, 
Tony was the MAN!  

One December day Tony and 
his friends got to teasing Philip 
and his friends over stereo-
typical high school stuff. This 
was a regular thing in my 
school. That day, Tony called 
Philip a queer because he was 
in theater. Philip cried. The 
lunchroom crowd sensed the 
dominant group and many be-
gan to laugh at Philip.  

(Continued on page 5) 

Confession time! I watch the 
television show Glee. I can‟t 
help it. Week after week, the 
show takes me back to my 
days in high school. Like 
many of my pals that watch 
Glee, we see someone we 
knew then, or ourselves, in at 
least one of the characters. 
Everyone knows a Rachel. 
Right? Even if you don‟t 
watch the show, we all knew 
a Rachel, the immeasurably 
talented singer who was a self
-proclaimed genius and 
drama queen, and yet, inse-
cure and neurotic to the point 
where you end up liking her. 
As for me, I break it down 
this way. I was the guy that 
was like Finn, the athlete and 
artist. I tried so hard to fit 
into the world of the jocks 
and that of the theater rats 
that I often felt maligned or 
confused about where I really 
fit. The rest of the time I 
found myself observing mem-
bers from each group making 
fun of members from the 
other group. This invariably 
reminds me of Groucho 
Marx‟s famous retort after 
being invited to become a 
member of a prestigious club-
–"I don't care to belong to a 
club that accepts people like 
me as a member." But I des-
perately wanted to unite both 
groups, believing that we 
would all get along just great 

if given the chance. But I 
never had the courage to do 
something about it. That is, 
until the winter of 1978. 

That Christmas I received the 
greatest present ever. To put 
perspective on that time for 
all of you, I was 17, a senior in 
high school and, like most 
teenagers, I was sure that the 
only way to get the attention 
of the opposite sex was to be 
funny or to spend one‟s allow-
ance on a ring from Kmart. In 
my case, the woman in ques-
tion was Maureen. She be-
longed to the theater rat 
group. She was a nice person. 
While I would meet the love 
of my life, Donita, many years 
later, I  tried in vain to get her 
to pay attention to me, includ-
ing showing up at her house 
one Friday evening singing 
Rod Stewart songs outside her 
bedroom window, until her 
mom ran me off.  
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Pumpkin Curry  
This dish was traditionally served at Happy Valley School  

around Thanksgiving.  

Ingredients for one serving:  

1 lb fresh pumpkin  

1 onion, chopped  

2 cloves of garlic, chopped  

3 fresh green chilies, chopped  

1 Tbs curry powder or curry paste  

1/2 tsp fenugreek seeds  

1/2 tsp ground turmeric  

1 1/2 cups coconut milk  

1 tsp mustard seeds  

Salt and Pepper to taste  

December 
 
 

Jason Miao - December 3 

Ana Bostwick-Singer - December 4 

Noah Lashly - December 14 

Irene Wang - December 17 

Tom Zheng - December 23 

 

January 
 
 

Graham Lasser - January 4 

Sean Maher - January 4 

Theresia Gottwald - January 7 

Tim Park - January 9 

Shelley Bai - January 15 

Jennifer Hu - January 25 

Jackson Diehl - January 27 

Taro Iwasaki - January 28 

February 
 
 

Claire Sowa - February 11 

Ally Fitz Maurice - February 13 

François Tchoyi - February 24 

Yifan Wong - February 26 

Sam Wu - February 28 

 

Peel  pumpkin  and cut into large  chunks. Place into a large pan with all  the 
other ingredients. Bring to  simmering   point and cook gently, uncovered, un-
til the  pumpkin  is almost tender. Meanwhile, grind the mustard seeds with a 
mortar and pestle  and add  more  coconut  milk,  if needed. Season with salt 
and pepper to taste.  

Serves 6 people         Recipe by: BHS Chef Juana Juarez  
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There are all sorts of silences. There are the com-
fortable ones, where you are with a pal and you can 
be happy not saying a word. There's the silence of 
concentration, when all of our energy goes to the 
task at hand. And there's the silence of a pink mo-
ment or watching your child asleep. 

Up until that point in high school, my silence was of 
the coward‟s silence. I always sat in silence and 
tried to act both amused and empathic – depending 
on who was looking at me. I always thought Tony 
and his pals were mean-spirited and obnoxious, and 
yet, I could not stand up to them. That is the silence 
I inhabited for years, the uncomfortable silence that 
comes from unsaid words. Doing the hard thing, 
speaking my mind was not in my personality, espe-
cially when it came to the social hierarchy of the 
jocks over the rest in my high school. However, 
something happened that day, and someone helped 
give me the courage to speak. As I stood by and 
watched the moment unfold, too afraid of risking 
my own popularity by taking Philip‟s side, I glanced 
over at Maureen. She looked at me and mouthed 
the words, “You can do it.” She repeated them 
again. Four words. “You can do it.” 

I stood. I cleared my throat. I spoke. I said some-
thing like, “Tony, stop it! Philip is my friend. He‟s a 
great guy. Stop being a jerk!” Tony was shocked and 
stared at me in disbelief. Goodness knows, I was 
shaking and immediately nauseous. The room fell to 
uncomfortable silence.   

I stood my ground. Again I spoke. “Tony, you are a 
better person than that. You are a leader. Act like 
one.”  Tony left the room and never said a word 
about Philip again. To my knowledge, he never said 
a mean thing about anyone else at the school ever 
again.  

I spoke my mind. It took courage. I quaked in my 
boots. Later that day, Tony passed me in the hall-
way and nodded. I knew then I was going to be al-
right. Those four words from Maureen, “You can 
do it,” not only gave me the nerve to speak up that 
day in the lunch room, they also changed who I was 
in the minds of my classmates. From that moment 
forward, I was seen as a fearless, confident leader in 
my school. I never felt better about my place in 
school, and throughout the remainder of my school 
experience, I was able to help build friendships 

 

(Continued from page 1)    Message from the Head of School 
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In Memoriam  

Besant Hill School of Happy 

Valley  offers our deepest   

condolences to the family and 

friends of Scott Rutledge, a 

1995 Happy Valley School 

Alum who passed away last 

month.  

amongst the athletes and artists. Other students fol-
lowed my lead. Tony eventually became a welcome 
member of the thespians and my fondest moment was 
that spring when I orchestrated a dozen or so football 
players, including Tony, to be in the musical Lõil Abner.  

I work at Besant Hill School and feel honored to do so. 
One of the beliefs we hold true is to help students 
speak their minds, even when those words may be un-
popular or in the minority. My gift to all this holiday 
season is the gift of voice. Speak your mind honestly – 
and respectfully. There is such joy in doing so. My 
words that day gave voice to my silence, but they also 
helped a school look closely at cliques and, over time, 
labels went by the wayside. It was “cool” to be an artist 
and an athlete or a bookworm and a Dungeons and 
Dragons master. It was “cool” to like Led Zeppelin and 
disco–well, not really–but it sounds good in the story.  

Oh, in case you are interested, Maureen and I became 
good friends. We were both cast opposite one another 
in our senior play. I lost touch 
with Maureen many years ago, 
but I always recall how she 
gave me the gift of standing up 
for what I believe in. The rest, 
as they say, is history.  

Happy Winter Break! 

Paul 
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Dear Friends, 

After spending five years at Besant Hill School of Happy Valley I have seen our great little school un-

dergo remarkable growth and transformation.  I am pleased to report a continuing of that trend, and 

that we have been able to say “Yes” to thriving, despite seeing our competitive schools experience 

downturns in revenue.  Amid the economic challenges that schools are facing, we have been able to in-

crease and maintain our strength of enrollment and affirm our direction as outlined in the strategic plan, 

all while producing a transformational year in fundraising which included a capital gift for a pool, com-

mitments for planned giving and an Annual Fund that increased markedly!  

It is common knowledge that these economic times will not go away anytime soon. Because of this, 

many people have asked me how we are able to continually exceed enrollment targets. Beyond attribut-

ing a good deal of our success to hard work and perseverance, much of what we accomplished is a result 

of trumpeting the school to our constituents across the globe and getting the message to them about 

what a Besant Hill education is all about. This, combined with our school‟s ability to deliver on the 

unique educational experience, has led to this five year consecutive trend of exceeding our yearly en-

rollment projections. 

Given what we all have experienced in one form or another this past year with regard to the economy, I 

am pleased that our parents, alumni, friends and trustees have been extremely generous to our school. 

With an increase in participation to the Annual fund by 35%, an increase in dollars raised by 28%, large 

capital gifts, and planned giving commitments, our school had its best fundraising year in recent history! 
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BHS ANNUAL REPORT 
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Our development office is continuing its hard work 

that includes everything from finding alums who 

lost touch with the school to establishing and recon-

necting with donors who have had other philan-

thropic priorities. I am excited by the progress we 

have made in such a short period of time, as I be-

lieve we are only seeing a small portion of the fund-

raising potential our school has. 

Thank you for making a difference. The future of 

our school relies on your generosity - the financial 

gifts and gifts of engagement that reinforce our ex-

isting strengths and allow us to build new ones. Be-

sant Hill School of Happy Valley is an ever-better 

place because of your commitment. 

With deep gratitude, 

Randy R. Bertin 

Assistant Head of School for Advancement 
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BHS ANNUAL REPORT 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY TABLE: 
July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010 

 
 
Received 
          
Restricted/Unrestricted 
Annual Fund Gifts:    $202,642.00 
Capital/Endowment Gifts  $350,000.00 

Total Cash Received      $552,642.00 
 
 
Pledges Fiscal Year 2010-11 
 
Annual Fund      $26,614.00 
Capital Endowment   $70,000.00 

Total Pledges               $96,192.00 
 
 

Total Giving        $648,834.00 
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We are proud to present this Honor Roll of Donors, in grateful recognition of your  
contributions to Besant Hill School of Happy Valley during the past fiscal year.  

This report reflects gifts contributed between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010, and includes all gifts and pledges  
made to the annual fund, all capital drives and restricted gifts during the 2009-2010 fiscal year.  

We have listed all the names of our donors below.  

Thank you so much for supporting our school....your gifts truly have an impact! 

*In compiling this report, every effort has been made to ensure that it is accurate and complete. If an error has occurred, or you would like your 
name listed differently in the future, please contact Randy Bertin, Assistant Head of School for Advancement.  
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BHS  GIVING REPORT 2009 - 2010 

HERITAGE CLUB 
Mary Myers 

 
ANACAPA LEVEL 
$20,000 - $50,000 

Anonymous 
Kurt Bosshard 
John and Sandra Cook 
Ron and Martha Doornink 

 
TOPA TOPA LEVEL 
$10,000 – 19,999 

Soo-Ho Choi and Jeong-Won Hyun 
Amber Ferree Luthy 

 
HVS BENEFACTORS 
$5,000 - $9,999 

George Bay 
Beth Harris 
Xueqiang Liu and Suxian Yang 
Karl and Kathy Partch 
Jimmy and Radha Sloss 
Marion Witte of The Angel Heart Foundation 
Bingkun Wu and Meng Li 
Manxuan Xu 

FOUNDERSõ CIRCLE 
$2,500 - $4,999 

Paul Amadio and Donita Coburn-Amadio 
George and Sally Bay 
John Davis and Lorrie Brown 
Alan and Valerie Greenberg 
Thomas and Gabriella Hoffman 
Xiaowei Hua & Hongmei Ren 
Kurt and Luisa Neher 
Larry and Laura Ragan 
Marion Ruth Weil 

 
 
 

DIRECTORSõ CIRCLE 
$1,000 – 2, 499 

Anonymous 
Randy and Karen Bertin 
Chi Birmingham 
David and Heide Boyden 
Charles Casey (Shanbrom, Casey and Associates) 
U. Gary Charlwood 
Kason Chen 
Paola Scaravelli Cohen 
The Gottwald Family 
Seok Hong & Kim Jin Seon  
Colin and Theresa Jensen 
Raymond Neutra 
Cassandra Pierson 
Jeffrey and Susan Reiner 
Robert Sloss 
Anne Friend Thacher  
Philip Von Burg 
 

Special thanks to the following organizations for their matching gift donations:  

Bank of America     Å    Occidental Petroleum Corporation    Å    General Electric Capital Corporation 
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BHS GIVING REPORT 2009 - 2010 

BHS PATRONS 
$500 - $999 

Kevin and Kelly Henschel 
Tina Leslie and Sandy Wayman 
Anne Gaylord Lewis 
Claire Noyes Lewis 

In Memory of Simonne Manson 
J. Keith McCauley 
Carolyn Olsen 
Carl Thelander 

 
BHS FRIENDSõ CIRCLE 
$250 - $499 

The Althoff Family 
Tod and Lizzy Cossairt 
Peter and Julie Fox 
Terri Garr 
Néstor Gerónimo and Lisa Anctil 
Norman and Alice Grosbach 
Ian and Marcia Ritchie 
Nicholas and Amy Schneider 

BHS DONORSõ CIRCLE 
$1 - $249 

Anonymous 
Mat Auric and Brandi Crockett 
Arnold and Susan Baxter 
Elliot Bennett 
Vasco and Lida Bernardi 
Melvin Burckes 
Scott and Patty Campbell 
Emily Elliot Casey 
Sina Conley 
Jose Cornejo 
Noah Crowe 
Barbara and William DeCreeft 
Jaird De Raismes 
John Diehl & Julie Christensen 
D.R. Dunningham 
Katrine and Ben Edwards 
Richard Ellwood 
Elmer Ellis 
Jody and Douglas Erenberg 
Kim Faust 
Eric Fingerson 
Stephanie Freeman 

In Memory of Heidi Gravenberg Norton 
Terra Furguiel 
Victoria Galland 
Dale and Alyce Glazer 
John Gorsuch 
Alberta Grosbach 
Mark Haller 
Joyce Hebbard 
Adrian Hovard (Sweet) 

In Honor of the marriage of HVS alumnus 
Justin Kobbe to Caty Sporleder 

Jennifer Jacobs 
Olivia and James Jones 
Juana and Ernesto Juarez 
Erica Kent and Mike Berkowitz 
Joyce Kingsbury 
Aissata Koralik-Toure 
Edward J. Krull 
James and Gabriele Lashly 
Martin Le Roux and Frances Meredith 
Laura Lewis 
Rosalind Long 
Peter Mantius and Kristin Whiting 
Zelda and Kevin Marshall 
Brook Masters and Jaye Hersh 
Kim Maxwell 

Amy McCann 
Terrence and Lorijo Metz 
Sandi and Stephen Mikkelson 
Dwayne Mileham 
Mary Mills 
Julia Montelongo 
Mary and Maury Myers 
Jeff Narva 
Frederick and Phyllis Neher 
Ethan Andrew Newcomb 
Tohuong Nguyen 
Nicole Nicoletti and Craig Vanderwick 
Mary Keith Osborn 
Portia Pelow-Dickerson 
Mark W. Pierson 
Jose Quiroz 
Barbi Reed 
Robert Rheem 
Kate Rinzler 
Andrew and Shelley Ritchie 
Lee and Leigh Rollag 
Neil and Suzanne Russack 
Marie-Hélène Samson 
Consuelo Sanchez 
Sergio Sanchez 
Ray Singer and Eugenia Bostwick-Singer 
Tinka Sloss 
Alex Smith 
Alexis Spina 
Jennifer Stroud 
Josie Sutton 
Daniel Turbeville 
Lucia Vinograd 
Fritz Von Fleckenstein 
Brian Walton 
Megan Walton and Kim Reichenbach 
Nina and Bob Ward 
Cathy Warren and Scott Snyder 
Dustin Waltman 
Greg Weiser and Barb Peterchak 
Dane Whinnery and Dani Shriver 
Sarah White 
Monica Whitmore 
Kenny and Heather Wise 
William Chung and Georgina Yeh  
Ted Zatlyn 
Kathy Zotnowski 

SUPPORT BHS 
 

Your contributions make an im-
pact in building the financial 

strength of our school  to ensure 
continuing excellence in our pro-

grams and activities.  

Please consider a tax deductible gift 
to one of our giving programs. 

 Click here to give online today! 

To learn more about various giving 
options, contact: 

Randy Bertin 
Assistant Head of School  

for Advancement at  
(805) 646 4343 Ext. 422 
rbertin@besanthill.org.  

www.besanthill.org  

Besant Hill School of Happy Valley is 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 

https://www.netdirectories.com/~hvs/olg1.cgi
http://bhs.nfshost.com/faculty/randybertin
mailto:%20rbertin@besanthill.org
http://besanthill.org/home
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The Actors‟ Festival 
 

BHS will host the third annual Actors Festival on 

January 29th, 2011.   

The event is a wonderful oppor-

tunity for students 16 - 20 years 

old to come and share their 

work with other theater folks 

while having an opportunity to 

meet and talk with professionals 

from the Film, Theatre and 

Television industries.   

College Counseling 
Brook Masters, Director of College Counseling will be offering  a workshop on Fi-
nancial Aid on January 13 at 7pm. It is open to all interested seniors and their par-
ents, as well as juniors and their parents.   

The workshop will focus on issues related to the financial aid process for US Citi-
zens and Permanent Non-Residents.   

If parents of sophomores and freshmen are also interested in attending, you are 
more than welcome, however the workshop will be geared toward the application 
process for financial aid, rather than saving for college. 

Click here to download the latest College Counseling Newsletter.  

For more information, contact Brook Masters, at bmasters@besanthill.org or via 
phone at (805) 646 4343,  ext 121.   

Attention Parents 
Our new Edline program is now fully rolled out and teachers are posting reports on 
your students on a regular basis. You can access Edline at:  http://www.edline.net 

If you have any trouble accessing your account, please contact Richard Ellwood at 
rellwood@besanthill.org.  

Please visit our website at 

www.theactorsfestival.com  

or on Facebook at  

The Actors Festival!!   

If you have any questions, feel free 

to contact: 

Scott Campbell  

scampbell@besanthill.org  

or 

Sandi Mikkelson  

smikkelson@besanthill.org. 

P A G E  1 0  

http://besanthill.org/academics/collegecounseling/ccnltr112010.pdf
http://besanthill.org/faculty/brookmasters/
mailto:bmasters@besanthill.org
http://www.edline.net
mailto:rellwood@besanthill.org
http://www.theactorsfestival.com
mailto:scampbell@besanthill.org
mailto:smikkelson@besanthill.org
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In November, the BHS theatre department 

presented William Mastrosimone's quirky 

drama, THE WOOLGATHERER, in an en-

tirely different way than audiences have come 

to expect in the Zalk.  The play was pre-

sented practically in the round, with audience 

members mere inches from the actors on 

stage.  Brett Baxter ('12) was sublime as 

Rose, a naive candy counter worker at the 

five and dime, who invites a hardened truck 

driver, Cliff, convincingly and humorously 

played by Tyler Mikkelson ('12), up to her 

apartment.  The two lost souls seek to con-

nect over the course of the evening, and audi-

ences in the Zalk were rightfully impressed 

by this duo's acting.  Spencer Glazer ('13) 

served as stage manager with Sandi Mikkelson 

producing and Scott Campbell directing.  

Congratulations to the BHS Theatre depart-

ment on another production professionally 

presented at the Zalk Theater. 

THE WOOLGATHERER 
By William Mastrosimone  

A Wonderful and Intimate Evening of Theatre 

Photos by 
Dean Zatkowsky 
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California Beaches 
By Jason Miao 
 
Nowadays, beaches are very popular 
in the world. Everyone likes to go to the beach. So do I, because beaches can make people relaxed. I‟ve been to the beach many 
times. Each time I go there, I have many different feelings. I have been to many beaches in China, but I had never seen beaches 
in the U.S.A. So when I saw the California beaches, I was so excited. American beaches are really different from Chinese 
beaches. At California beaches not only can we play beach volleyball, but we can also swim in the sea. California beaches are 
bigger than Chinese beaches. It‟s nice, isn‟t it? What‟s more, I always feel laid back at California beaches.  
 

The sand is soft and comfortable at the beach. I saw many people lying on the beach enjoying the sun rays. I think it‟s so great. I 
wanted to do it, however I didn‟t, because we didn‟t have much time. Next, I touched and felt the sea. It was a little cold. 
Then, I went into the ocean, it‟s so neat. I knew the sea was salty. So when I left the sea, I felt a little sticky, but it‟s OK. We 
also had a good time in the sea! By the way, the sky was really blue and the air was fresh.  
 

In a word, I feel the world is really beautiful, I like the blue ocean, I like beaches, I will put my best memory on it. 

Over the summer, fourteen new inter-

national students took part in the first-

ever Besant Hill School Summer Insti-

tute for American Language and Cul-

ture.  As the summer wrapped up, 

these students put together a newslet-

ter focusing on their experiences.  

Two of those articles were shown in 

the summer issue of Aún Aprendo, 

and more will be featured in upcoming 

issues.  This provides just a taste of 

their adventures this summer and a 

feel for how much they learned in the 

course of six weeks. 

Brian Walton 
Director  
Summer Institute for American Language 
and Culture 

 

Ojai 
By Nate Huang 
 

Ojai is a small town in Ventura County, it was the first place I saw when I 
came to the US. I don‟t think this is a bad place or good place, because I have 
nothing to compare. When I came to Ojai, that was really such a place, the 
house, the sky, that was all captivated and amazed me, the town was so good. 
 

Actually, Ojai is in the countryside of Ventura, the facilities are not worse 
than other cities. I have been to a doctor in Ojai, the doctor was very kind and 
the eye facility was very good and advanced. That is good for treating and 
recovering. 
 

We spent a lot of time in Ojai. People are very nice and kind all the time. 
They are also helpful even though we are not American. However, the worst 
part is the town is so small, there is nothing to do. We can drink coffee in the 
café and you can walk in the park. It is a really good park. If you are hot, Ojai 
has a good ice cream shop, and the price is not high. This shop is very 
crowded anytime. the shop employees are very kind. If you come to Ojai, I 
recommend a great place. 
 

“People are very nice and kind all the time.” 
 

Even Ojai is small town, it has gorgeous people in the cafe, people in the mar-
ket, people in the park. Last time, I sat in the park about 30 minutes, and in 
30 minutes, I saw many beautiful people in the park. This is an excellent park! 
 

Ojai has another famous festival. The festival name is 4th of July. Independence 
day is very grand and magnificent. When the independence day coming, many 
old, respectful people will hold a big parade. They walk around all of the Ojai 
town. Fortunately, we joined the parade in the Independence day. Until this 
day, we had been in USA 8 days. So, we all very happy and feel lucky. 
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This Experiential Learning Project will take students into Nepal 
for a fifteen day cultural immersion and service learning oppor-
tunity.  This project will be led by Amy McCann, Director of 
Outdoor Education, and will partner with Sustainable Horizon 
(www.sustainablehorizon.com). 

The group will depart on March 7 and return on March 21 
(dates are subject to change slightly depending on flight availabil-
ity).   

Students will fly into Kathmandu from LAX.  After exploring 
Kathmandu and surrounding areas for two days, the group will 
travel to Pokhara City, and then continue on to The Children's 
Village in Bhakunde to begin a service project. BHS students will 
work side by side with the staff and children in residence at The 
Children's Village for four days.  Following the conclusion of the 
service project, the group will take a day off to explore Pokhara 
City. On Day 10 of the project, the group will begin a three day 
Tea House Trek through a region of the Himalayas, along the 
Annapurna Mountain Range. This very moderate trek will allow 
BHS students an opportunity to hike approximately 4 to 5 hours 
each day before arriving at a village-run guest house, where the 
group will be provided with dinner, hot showers, sleeping ac-
commodations, breakfast, and an opportunity to connect with 
local Nepalese people and culture. The final two days of the pro-
ject will be spent saying farewell to the children the group 
worked with, and sightseeing in Kathmandu. 

Upon departure out of Kathmandu on March 21, students have 
the option to route their return trip to their home city, regard-
less of where their home city is, where they may spend the dura-
tion of Spring Break before returning to campus on March 28. 

This project promises to be an incredible experience for all! 

Click below to download the official registration forms, as well 
as a detailed proposed itinerary, for the Nepal Project. 

If you have additional questions, please don't hesitate to contact 
me at bmasters@besanthill.org, or via phone at (805) 646-4343, 
ext. 121. 

Brook Masters 
Director of Experiential Learning 

 

Nepal 2011 - Registration Form 

Nepal 2011 - Itinerary 

Nepal 2011 - PowerPoint Presentation 

 2011 BHS Experiential Learning Project  NEPAL 

MARCH 7 - 21, 2011 

http://www.sustainablehorizon.com
mailto:bmasters@besanthill.org
http://besanthill.org/otherprograms/experientiallearning/nepal/nepalprojectstudentregistration.pdf
http://besanthill.org/otherprograms/experientiallearning/nepal/nepalitinerary.pdf
http://besanthill.org/otherprograms/experientiallearning/nepal/nepalprojectwsustainablehorizon.ppt
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Julie Fox 

Assistant to the Head of School 

 

Where were you born? 

I was born in Oakland, California. 

Where were you before coming to BHS?  

In Los Angeles (specifically, the Hollywood Hills). 

Where did you go to school?  

The American Academy of Dramatic Arts. I studied Theatre. 

How/When did you first hear about BHS? 

My husband, Peter, introduced me to Paul Amadio who was the newly-appointed 
Head of School. 

How long have you been working at BHS?  

I‟ve been working here for four and a half years. 

Tell us the ONE thing you like best about BHS.  

There is an underlying sense of evolving toward the greater good. 

What do you want to accomplish at BHS? What is your mission?  

To help accomplish the vision of the founders and The Happy Valley Foundation, 
which in part emphasizes fostering non-militant and compassionate ideals.-Believing 
that constructive change for the human condition and the planet starts with the indi-
vidual.  

Who is someone you admire? Why?  

William Shakespeare.  Who else has a better understanding of human nature and can 
express it so poignantly?  (Except my playwright husband, of course.) 

What would you like to see the school accomplish in the future, short term or long 
term?  

I would like to assist Paul Amadio in accomplishing his goals of continually improving 
the school. 

Is there anything else you would like to mention? 

I love that Annie Besant was a true animal advocate. 

            Staff / Faculty Highlights 

 

 

 
Julieõs advice  

to BHS  
students: 

 

òBe kind.ó 
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Where were you born? 

I was born in Newark, New Jersey. 

Where were you before coming to BHS?  

I lived in Hollywood for many years acting in TV and movies, and running a 
theatre. 

Where did you go to school? What was your major in college?  

I graduated from Harvard University, majoring in anthropology. 

How/when did you first hear about Besant Hill School? 

I first heard about BHS when I met Paul, when we were acting in Libbey Bowl in 
Our Town, a play about a local constable.   

How long have you been teaching / working at BHS?  

1,143 days. 

Tell me the ONE thing you like best about BHS.  

Its effort at continual improvement. 

What do you want to accomplish at BHS? What is your mission?  

To raise enough money to continually improve the faculty, staff, level of students, and 
the facility. 

Who is someone you admire? Why?  

My wife, Julie, for having the patience and good taste to spend her life with me.  

Is there anything else you would like to mention? 

I hold Juana, Mary and the rest of the BHS dining staff personally responsible for my 
weight gain. Legal action is contemplated. 

 

 

Peter Fox 

Major Gifts Officer 

            Staff / Faculty Highlights 

 

 
Peterõs advice  
to students: 

 

òAppreciate 

how lucky you 

are to  

be here.  

Seriously.ó 
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Below is a message that was sent by Tod Cossairt, BHS Director of Sustainability, to schools that will 
be participating in this yearõs conference.  
 

Greetings All:  

We are counting on you to conserve some of your vision, energy, and time for the upcoming 3rd  Regional 
Green Schools Conference on Saturday, January 22.   Besant Hill School is honored to host this event 

for students and faculty from our schools in the California region. We have been reaching out to a number 

of informative speakers and workshop presenters interested in participating, while making every effort to 

maintain a regional emphasis for this yearõs schedule. 

Here are some conference highlights to wet your appetite:   

Three keynote presenters have committed to join us for this yearõs conference: 

Anna Cummins, with the Algalita Foundation  

The Algalita Foundation has been instrumental in the study of the recently discovered section of the 

North Pacific Ocean Gyre that is unflatteringly called the Great Pacific Garbage Patch .  A great deal of 

plastic that finds its way into the ocean is transported by the North Pacific Gyre to the òHorse Latitudesó 

where the weakening spiral current has accumulated this unwelcome material into an area compared to the 

size of Texas.  

Anna, an alumnus of Crossroads School, spent her honeymoon with 

her husband on a research vessel studying the North Atlantic 

Gyre.  She speaks with knowledge and sensitivity about this com-

plex environmental issue.  You can get an advanced feel for Annaõs 

work by viewing her Presentation to Middlebury College  commu-

nity.  

Paul Chapman, former Head of School for Head - Royce School  

Head-Royce School is one of the featured schools in the Center 

for Ecoliteracyõs recent publication, Smart by Nature:  Schooling 
for Sustainability .  The school is also featured in an article about 

òGreening the Curriculumó in the fall issue of the NAIS Inde-
pendent School Magazine. The developing culture of sustainability 

at Head -Royce is an inspirational story of grassroots student en-

gagement and empowerment driving positive change within the 

school community.   

Paul has recently retired from Head -Royce, and he is taking this 

year to visit with schools across the nation that are working to 

integrate sustainability education and practice.  Paul will be visit-

ing with schools in our region in January, so we are very excited 

to invite him to join us this year as both a participant and pre-

senter.  

Some of you will also be very 

interested to know that the 

Algalita Foundation is hosting 

an international Youth Summit 

in March.  The 2 - day con-

ference, entitled Plastics are 

Forever, will be limited to a 

select group of 100 students 

who are motivated toward 

developing strategies to ad-

dress plastic pollution.  Anna 

is encouraging our students to 

consider collaborating in this 

first Youth Summit.  

 

Submissions for student se-

lection need to be made on 

the Plastics are Forever 

Website  by November 30 th .  

http://community.middlebury.edu/~tedx/Videos.html
http://www.nais.org/publications/ismagazinearticle.cfm?Itemnumber=154164&sn.ItemNumber=145956
http://www.plasticsareforever.org/
http://www.plasticsareforever.org/
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Mark Montygierd , from TreePeople  

Mark is the Secondary Education Program Coordi-

nator for TreePeople, and is looking forward to 

presenting at this conference.  Many of us are fa-

miliar with the long -term commitment TreePeople 

has made toward the restoration of green spaces 

within the urban sprawl that has become Los An-

geles County.  

I think we will find, however, that the contempo-

rary work of TreePeople is not limited to urban 

forestry. TreePeople projects integrate a unique 

systems thinking approach to design urban solu-

tions that address all the interconnected relation-

ships existing within a watershed system.  The 

TreePeople story is a great narrative of commu-

nity collaboration and experiential learning.  

We want to thank each of you in advance for 

your participation in this conference, and for 

the conscientious efforts each of you are mak-

ing to integrate sustainability education and 

ecological literacy into your school communi-

ties.   We look forward to enriching the educa-

tional value of our individual efforts through 

this opportunity for open collaboration.  

If you have any immediate questions or feedback 

please contact Tod Cossairt at  

tcossairt@besanthill.org  

Tod Cossairt  

Director of Sustainability  

 

A Word About  

Morning and Afternoon  

Breakout Sessions this Year  
 

For this conference we would like 

to re - introduce breakout sessions 

designed for our students and fac-

ulty to meet together to share 

sustainable practices and experi-

ences.  There has been strong 

feedback about the importance of 

including this opportunity in the 

conference, and, perhaps just as 

important, to create an opportunity 

for faculty to share the resources 

that have informed our sustainabil-

ity decision - making processes and 

defined our sustainable priorities.  

The idea is to support an emphasis 

on direct interaction in breakout 

sessions this year, but we are still 

moving forward to include some 

hands- on breakout sessions related 

to creek restoration, permaculture, 

and sustainable food services.  

Attention Parents and Guardians 
Please Join Us!  

 

A big THANK YOU to Dave Quenzer, 

father of our current student Pam 

Quenzer, for volunteering to head the 

Parent Committee for this event!  
 

We need Parents interested in assisting 
us on the committee to contact Jen Jacobs 

Director of Parent Relations at 

jjacobs@besanthill.org   

or  

Dave Quenzer, Parent Committee Chair  

for Green Schools Conference at  

davidquenzer@yahoo.com 

http://www.treepeople.org/
mailto:tcossairt@besanthill.org
mailto:jjacobs@besanthill.org
mailto:mdavidquenzer@yahoo.com
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Got Some Local Food?  

 

For many years now, the Besant Hill School Food 
Services program has been actively working to intro-
duce as many locally produced food products into 
our school meals as possible. This is a part of our 
kitchen‟s commitment to provide healthy fresh food, 
to reduce the “carbon footprint” of our food, and to 
support the growing businesses of the local sustain-
able farming community. 

During the prolific growing seasons of spring and 
summer our meals are liberally complemented by 
the bounty that comes from Peter Wilsrud‟s Com-

munity Supported Agri-
culture Farm, the Circle 
Garden, and the 75 pro-
ducing fruit trees that have 
been planted on the school 
campus. 

 As we approach the win-
ter growing season, how-
ever, we are looking be-
yond our campus for local 
food resources that can 
supplement the reduced 

capacity that the cold weather brings to our own 
farm, garden, and orchard. 

The good news is that we live here in the Ojai Valley 
where any local knows that somewhere, someone 
has a tree or a garden that is experiencing a bumper 
crop of fruit or produce that is so prolific it simply 
must be shared with other people who have a passion 
for fresh, locally grown food.   Let it be known that 
we are those people, passionately looking for fresh, 
local food to nourish our students and staff. 

Sooo…if you are among the circle of Besant Hill 

School friends aware of locally grown foods or food 

producers in our area, please take a moment to con-

tact the Director of Sustainability, Tod Cossairt at 

tcossairt@besanthill.org, or the Director of Food 

Services, Juana Juarez at jjuarez@besanthill.org.  

With our heartfelt thanks and deep appreciation, we 

will see that it gets to our dining tables from there. 

 

Doing the Math 

 

òSoé. letõs say you take a shower every day 

and that these showers average seven min-

utes.  Thatõs 49 minutes of showering a 

week.  Letõs round it off to say, 50 minutes a 

week, with flow rates of two gallons a minute 

(which is very strong).  At that rate, youõd be 

using 100 gallons a week for showering:  

thatõs 5,200 gallons of water each year to 

shower.  Now, it takes 5,214 gallons of water 

to produce just one pound of California beef 

(according to UC Agricultural Extension 

data).  Soé you can save as much water by 

occasionally not eating one pound of beef as 

you can by not showering every day for an 

entire year!ó 

John Robbins, author and food activist. 
E Magazine, November/December, 2010, pg. 8. 

= 

 

Green Tip 
 

by 
Tod Cossairt 

 

mailto:tcossairt@besanthill.org
mailto:jjuarez@besanthill.org
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òNatural systems have their own operating instructions,ó Janine Benyus, a frequent presenter at Bion-
eers on the subject of Biomimicry describes. òNature runs on current sunlight, Nature banks on diver-
sity, Nature rewards cooperation, Nature builds from the bottom up, Nature recycles everything, and, 
Natureõs Mission Statement is that Life creates conditions conducive to Life.ó 

For the last five years, Besant Hill School Students have attended the annual Bioneers Con-
ference in Marin County as an immersion experience in sustainable science and practice.   
At the heart of this conference is the ongoing exploration of an understanding for the fun-
damental principles that sustain natural systems.  The core of Bioneers, according to co-
founder Kenny Ausubel, has always been on “communications and environmental educa-
tion with a focus on solutions.”    

This is the magic that brings us back each year.  Each of our students is asked to write an 
essay to receive the generous scholarship offered by the Bioneers organization, and Lily 
Brown, Charlie Wannagat, Ana Bostwick-Singer, Marja Ritchie, Raskal Turbeville, Megan 
Jacobs, Meme Gottwald, and Jackson Diehl were all offered the opportunity to participate 
in the conference this year based on their expressions of commitment and interest in the 
core intentions of the conference. 

The conference this year was worth the trip just to see Jane Goodall speak, but the pres-
ence of John Warner, Andy Lipkis, Mary Gonzales, Gary Hirshberg, Peter Warshall, and 
John Francis was like icing on the sustainability cake.  Each of these presenters shared their own unique and inspirational environ-
mental journeys, but, without exception, they also shared with their audience a common theme:  that any important life journey 
begins with a single step.   

We want to express our very deep appreciation to the Baxter family (Brett Baxter ‟12) for offering their family residence as a 
home base for the Bioneers cohort this year.  We could not have made our trip this year without their kind generosity.   

Aún Aprendo, 

Tod Cossairt 
Director of Sustainability 
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Photos by Lily Brown and Charlie Wannagat 
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ALUMNI RESPOND TO ò50th-ishó REUNION 

The "50th-ish" Reunion planned for April 15-17, 2011 is getting off to a great start. Alumni 
from the 60's and 50's have been calling in with stories, reminiscences, and leads to former 
classmates. Others have called with "wish lists" of friends, former roommates, and faculty 
with whom they hope to reconnect. It happens to be a very busy weekend in Ojai, so find-
ing rooms can be a bit challenging. 
There are still a few rooms left at The 
Ojai Retreat (founder Louis Zalk's 
former residence on the hill above 
the HVS campus in Meiners Oaks). 
You can reserve a room by call-
ing (805) 646-2536. Ventura and 
Santa Barbara also offer a wide range of accommodations. 

Events tentatively scheduled include: 

Friday, April 15th: 
7pm-10pm -  Welcome Reception 
 

Saturday, April 16th: 
8am-9:30am -  Breakfast at The Ojai Retreat. 
10am-10:30am  - Plaque Dedication at the Original site of Happy Valley School. 
11am-2:00pm - Council/Lunch/Name That Folk Dance Tune. 
4pm-6:00pm - Jazz/Cocktail Reception at Beatrice Wood Atelier/Memory Lane Walk. 
6pm-? -   Dinner & Dancing. 
 

Sunday, April 17th: 
Walk the 500 acres of Happy Valley and departures. 
 

Please email Kathy or Peter at kzotnowski@besanthill.org or 
pfox@besanthill.org if you have not received your HVS "Save-the-Date" 
Bookmark . 

YEAR-END GIVING 
GIVES BACK IN  
MAJOR TAX  
BENEFITS 

December 31st is fast approaching as a 
significant date for two reasons. 
First, it is time to consider your tax-
deductible contribution to the 
school. Second, in this difficult eco-
nomic environment, the school is in 
special need of your help. Tuition 
falls 5% shy of covering the actual 
cost of educating our students and it 
is your generous contributions that 
make up for that shortfall. We are in 
a very competitive race for the best 
faculty, staff and students available. 
Running at a deficit severely hobbles 
our effort to find and obtain the best 
and the brightest. So, please consider 
digging deep this month to help us 
accomplish our mission.  We have 
tax advisors, estate planners and real 
estate professionals standing by to 
assist you with the tax benefits of 
your generosity. 

 

PLANNED GIVING SURVEY RETURNS REWARDS 

Thank you so very much to all the alumni who returned the Planned Giving Program sur-
veys.  Your feedback has been invaluable in the creation of our new Planned Giving Pro-
gram.  Brochures that outline both the planned giving vehicles available (Bequests versus 
Charitable Trusts for example) and to what your dollars can be given (Faculty Housing, Stu-
dent Scholarships, Sustainability Program as examples) are now available. 

We will be sending out the brochures as requested in early 2011.  If you would like to set up 
a planned gift for your year-end giving to take advantage of the tax benefits, please call (805)
646-4343 ext. 131 to request a brochure now. 

http://bhs.nfshost.com/support/events/kzotnowski@besanthill.org
http://bhs.nfshost.com/support/events/pfox@besanthill.org
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January 2011 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

Monday, January 10 

Dorms Re-open 
 

Tuesday, January 11 

Classes Resume 
 

Thursday, January 13 

College Counseling Financial Aid 

Workshop 

(See pages 10 for more details) 

7:00 pm 

Zalk Theatre 
 

Saturday, January 22 

Green Schools Regional Conference 

(See pages 16-17 for more details) 

7:00 pm 

Zalk Theatre 
 

Saturday, January 29 

The Actors’ Festival 

(See pages 10 for more details) 
7:00 pm 

Zalk Theatre 

 

February 2011 
 

Thursday, February 3 

Asia Day - Celebration of Chinese 

Lunar New Year  

(No Classes) 
 

Friday, February 4 -  

Monday, February 7 

Outdoor Education Trip 

Mammoth Mountain 
 

Saturday, February 19 

Variety Show 

7:00 pm 

Zalk Theatre 

 

December 2010 
 

Friday, December 10 

Winter Concert 

7:00 pm 

Zalk Theatre 
 

Tuesday, December 14 -  

Thursday, December 16 

Finals 
 

Thursday, December 16 

Commendations Dinner and Awards 

5:30 pm - 9:00pm 

The Commons / Zalk Theatre 
 

Friday, December 17 -  

Monday, January 10 

Winter Break 
 

 

BHS Calendar of Events  
December 2010 - February 2011 
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For updated calendar informa-

tion, check our Calendar pages  

on our website. Go to:  
 

www.besanthill.org 
 

Click on: Calendar 
 

From the drop-down menu, 

select from the following calen-

dars  

to view events scheduled for 

these departments:  
 

Performing Arts 

Athletics  
College Counseling 

Besant Hill Radio 

Daily Schedule of Classes 

Yearly Calendar 

 

http://www.besanthill.org
http://bhs.nfshost.com/calendar/
http://bhs.nfshost.com/calendar/performingarts/
http://bhs.nfshost.com/calendar/athletics/
http://bhs.nfshost.com/calendar/collegecounseling/
http://bhs.nfshost.com/calendar/bhsradio/
http://bhs.nfshost.com/calendar/daily/
http://bhs.nfshost.com/calendar/yearly/
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Aún Aprendo 

Committee 

 

Luisa Neher  

lneher@besanthill.org 

Tel: (661) 332-2883 

 

Brian Walton 

bwalton@besanthill.org 

 

Karen Bertin 

kbertin@besanthill.org 

 

Paul Amadio 

pamadio@besanthill.org 

 

 

 
 

www.besanthill.org 

Besant Hill School  
8585 Ojai Santa Paula Road 

P.O. Box 850 
Ojai, CA 93023 

Tel: (805) 643 4343 
Fax: (805) 646 4371 

 
Look for the next  

issue of  

Aún Aprendo  
in February 
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Campus Outreach Services 
 

BHS Parents: 

Many of you have been utilizing the Campus Outreach 
Services that we introduced at family weekend and several 
of you have had a few challenges and/or questions regard-
ing the use of these services. 

Click below to download a PDF that Campus Outreach 
Services has provided with  all the information necessary 
to register and access the Besant Hill School Parent Con-
nect programs, services and educational webinars. 
 

Parent-Connect 2010-2011 e-Classroom 
 

If you have any further questions or would like to find out 
more about this program, please contact Jennifer Jacobs, 
Director of Parent Relations at:  

 
jjacobs@besanthill.org  

or (805) 646 4343 ext. 145 

BHS Parent Coffee Hour at  
Ojai Coffee Roasters 
 
Tuesday mornings at 8:15 
at 
Ojai Coffee Roasters on Main Street 
 

Last year, a number of us BHS parents started gathering at Ojai Coffee 
Roasters on Tuesday mornings for informal get-togethers to get to know 
each other and have friendly conversations about our kids, our homes, 
our school, the weather or anything we wanted to share. It became a 
weekly event that we all looked forward to and we are planning to con-
tinue our new „tradition‟ this year.  

We want to invite all new and returning parents, as well as alumni par-
ents and BHS staff to join us this year! No need to RSVP. Just show up 
at Roasters after you drop off your kid at school, for a cup of coffee and 
a croissant, and we will pull up a chair for you. 

For more information, contact Jen Jacobs at jjacobs@besanthill.org. 

mailto:lneher@besanthill.org
mailto:bwalton@besanthill.org?subject=BHS%20Newsletter
mailto:kbertin@besanthill.org
mailto:pamadio@besanthill.org
http://www.besanthill.org/
http://bhs.nfshost.com/parent/bhsdflregistration.pdf
mailto:jjacobs@besanthill.org
mailto:jjacobs@besanthill.org

